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	School Goals
	· The MDSS School Improvement agenda, under the leadership of school principal, deputy principal and head of curriculum, recognises that ‘transition-focused education’ (Kohler & Field, 2003) is, Directed towards adult outcomes and consists of academic, career and extra-curricular instruction and activities, delivered through a variety of instructional and transition approaches and services, depending on the local context and students’ learning and support needs (and)…represents a shift from disability-focused, deficit-driven programs to and education and service-delivery approach based on abilities, options and self-determination (p. 176)
· This team will work within the framework of Kohler’s Taxonomy for transition programming to develop an effective transition-focused education program for students at MDSS, from Year 8 to Year 12. The five aspects of this taxonomy are (in no particular order): 

· Student-focused planning

· Family involvement 

· Program structure

· Interagency collaboration

· Student development

· The team will develop sub-groups to work within each of these areas and meet as a whole group regularly to ensure alignment between various aspects. 

· The timeline for the development and implementation of these changes is long term. 

Kohler, P. & Field, S. (2003) Transition-focused education: Foundation for the future, The Journal of Special Education, 37, 174-183
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	AWARENESS
	IMPLEMENTATION
	REVIEW/RENEW 

	July 2015
	July 2015
	October 2015
	November 2015/2016

	·  Toolkit 6 had their first meeting on the 27.7.15 to discuss our visions for toolkit 6 and defined the role that Toolkit 6 would play at MDSS and the community in 2015. 
·  Goals for 2015 include: Work Experience Register, tidy up senior school folder on G-drive, create an Independent Living Centre, Service Providers to pick up ASDAN, PATH plans and reviews to be conducted by Heather, build community relationships and partnerships, work sampling/experience, Link Up meetings to support parents and students. 
· Beginning of Term 3 Toolkit 6 started working on a Disability Service Providers Expo to be held at MDSS. 
· Toolkit 6 had the following members who helped put together the Expo: Vanessa, Leearna, Faye, Fiona, Terri and Amanda (along with many other staff members on the day who helped set up tents, tables and chairs. 
· Disability Service Providers Expo invitations were sent out to primary and secondary SEP’s/SEU’s in the Mackay region. 
· Disability Service Providers Expo invitations were sent out to Service Providers across the region. A list of service providers was utilised from DSQ along with the invitation going on various facebook pages eg. Mackay All Abilities. 
· Tania De Brincat the schools music therapist was invited to conduct sessions on the morning with students from MDSS and provide entertain for the morning. 
· Coles from Sydney St donated their time and their sausages to be cooked and sold on the morning for a gold coin donation. The money raised would go back to the school into the toolkit 6 fund. 
· Rob Kidd from Zinc FM was called to promote our Expo on the breakfast radio show. 
· The organisation of the day was set up on the MDSS school oval. Tents and tables were borrowed and used from Beconsfield and Northview State School. Chairs were borrowed and used from Beconsfield State School. 
· Throughout the school year ‘Link Up’ meetings were held to support and connect the families of students in years 7 – 12. 
· Two ‘Link Up’ meetings for the year were conducted, Term 2 and Term 3. Guest speakers included: My Future My Life, Life Without Barriers and Ideal Placements. 

	· The Expo was held on October 30th from 8am till 11am. 
· Staff arrived from 5:30am – 6:30am to help set up tents, tables and chairs.
· Service Providers started arriving from 7:30am onwards. 
· Service Providers decked out their tables with banners, info packs and giveaways. 
· A snapshot of data was collected to portray what parents attended and how they heard about the expo. 
· A survey was completed by each Service Provider to gauge their thoughts of the event. 

	· The time of the year was extremely hot for Service Providers to be sitting in the sun and for MDSS staff to be setting up tents, tables and chairs and packing them away. 
· Should the Expo be in a location that has a building? 
· Service Providers networked with each other.
· Valuable information was provided to parents. 
· The day was an opportunity to advocate what we as a school and as toolkit 6 stand for. 
· The event took toolkit 6 approximately 1 term to put together. 
· The timing of the event could be changed next year. Please see data collected.
· ‘Link Up’ meetings – always have the same 7 or 8 parents that attend. 
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